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resign because it "would have been badly received ... in Parliament,
and would have turned against them anger which would have been
long in dying".78
Munich was one of the rare occasions during these years when the
Rjght and the Left shared a common outlook, both of them passionately
desiring a peaceful solution to the Czechoslovak problem at almost any
price. Those who believed that France had suffered a disastrous defeat,
another Sadowa, were in the minority. They drew upon themselves the
bitter hatred and abuse of the pacifist and pro-Fascist Right, who
accused them of being in the pay of Moscow. In May, Je Suis Partout
demanded the execution of Georges Mandel, Paul Reynaud and Leon
Blum,7& and on the eve of Munich P Action Fran$aise paraphrased a
verse from the "International":
"S'ils s'obstinent, ces cannibales
A faire de nous des heros,
II faut que nos premieres balles
Soient pour Mandel, Blum et Reynaud." 80
The Germans, of course, accused Mandel of organizing a Jewish plot
to drive France into war with the Reich.81 They were aided in their
propaganda by their anti-semitic brethren in the French Press.82 After
the war broke out one writer claimed that "our present policy ... is
the perfect expression of the policy of one Georges Mandel".83 He said
that Mandel was a "veritable calamity for our dear country" and held
him responsible for the fact that France must once again sacrifice the
blood of her youth for foreign interests.84
Mandel and Jean Zay, the other Jewish minister, were also
gratuitously insulted by Bonnet in December 1938 when Ribbentrop,
the German Foreign Minister, came to Paris to sign a Franco-German
Declaration of Friendship. The two Jewish ministers were not invited
to any of the receptions for Ribbentrop, which caused some comment
in Paris about the French government complying with German racial
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